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no plebiscite or a plebiscite in which only Muslims would vote, would
you settle on this basis?" Mr Gandhi answered, " Never. How could
I agree in a personal or any other capacity to decide the future of
millions of people without their having anything to say about their
des-tiny?" "What", I asked "was your impression of Mr Jinnah's
attitude on the question of an interim National Government which
you outlined to me in July?" Mr Gandhi replied: "Mr Jinnah has
said that he is deeply interested in Independence, but it did not seem
to me that he set as great store by it as immediate recognition of the
Pakistan he wants. Whereas, you see, my view has been all along
that we cannot be free among ourselves until we are free from imperial
domination. We have parted as friends. These days have not been
wasted. I am convinced that Mr Jinnah is a good man. I hope we
shall meet again. I am a man of prayer and I shall pray for under-
standing. In the meantime it is the duty of the public to digest the
situation and bring the pressure of their opinion upon us,"